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MALAYSIA'S DIGITAL ACTION PLAN 2030: A GATEWAY FOR AUSTRALIAN 
TECH COMPANIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 
 

Malaysia's newly launched Digital Action Plan 2030 (MD2030) is a decisive policy in the 
country's digital ambitions. The initiative is intended to move Malaysia from 
technology consumer to technology producer. For Australian companies operating in 
the digital space, this blueprint creates substantial opportunities that also aligns 
directly with Australia's Southeast Asia Economic Strategy to 2040 (known as the 
Nicholas Moore Report). 
 
What MD2030 Delivers 
Announced by Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim on 29 June 2026, MD2030 sets ambitious 
targets for the end of the decade by targeting a boost in the digital economy's GDP 
contribution to 30 percent, creating 500,000 high-value digital jobs, achieving MYR 4.5 
billion in public sector savings through digitalisation, and moving 95% of government 
services fully online. 1  

 
The plan is structured around seven pillars: government, economy, infrastructure, 
talent, society, trust and security, and innovation. Each of these led by the relevant 
ministry under a whole-of-government approach2.   
 
3 Reasons Why This Matters to Australian Digital Firms  
1. AI and GovTech Services 
MD2030 explicitly makes Malaysia's trajectory to becoming an "AI-powered nation." 
For this, a new agency, GovTech Malaysia, will drive public sector transformation. This 
should be of interest to Australian companies with expertise in government digital 
services, cloud platforms, and AI integration have a ready market as Malaysia scales 
smart-city projects, automated public services, and data-driven policy tools. 
 
2. Data Governance and Cybersecurity 
The operationalisation of Malaysia's National Data Commission and a 
forthcoming National Digital Trust and Data Security Strategy 2026–2030 create 
demand for cybersecurity, identity management, and privacy-compliant data solutions 
which are all areas where Australian firms have established credentials. 
 
3. Digital Talent Partnerships 
Malaysia aims to position the country as a regional digital talent hub, including 
workforce transition programmes. Australian education technology providers, 

 
1 The Edge, 30 June 2026 
2 TN Global, 29 June 2026 
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vocational training platforms, and professional certification bodies can partner with 
Malaysian institutions to address skills gaps. 
 
Alignment with Australia's ASEAN 2040 Strategy 
Australia's “Invested: Southeast Asia Economic Strategy to 2040” identifies the digital 
economy as a priority sector and highlights the importance of harmonised digital trade 
rules across ASEAN.3  
 
MD2030 reinforces this agenda. Once the ASEAN Digital Economy Framework 
Agreement (DEFA) is signed later this year, cross-border data flows and e-commerce 
regulations will become more uniform, lowering barriers for Australian software, 
fintech, and professional services firms expanding across multiple ASEAN markets.   
 
Existing trade architecture, namely the Malaysia Australia Free Trade Agreement 
(MAFTA) and AANZFTA, already provide preferential market access into Malaysia. 
MD2030's emphasis on "Made by Malaysia" digital products and high-growth, high-
value sectors suggests joint-venture and co-development models will be welcomed. 
 
Practical Next Steps 

• Engage the Malaysia Australia Business Council to assist with business strategy 
development and local business insights.4 

• Leverage on Austrade and the Australian Embassy in Kuala Lumpur for 
introductions to relevant Malaysian ministries and the Malaysia Digital 
Economy Corporation (MDEC). 

• Monitor procurement opportunities under GovTech Malaysia's public-sector 
digitalisation programme. 

• Explore talent and R&D partnerships with universities and tech hubs, 
particularly in AI, cloud computing, and green tech. 

 
MD2030 is both timely and opportune for Australian digital firms seeking growth in 
Southeast Asia. 
 
 
Malaysia Australia Business Council, June 2026 
[For further information and feedback please contact our secretariat at mabc@mabc.org.my] 

 
3 dfat.gov.au 
4 MABC runs curated business engagement sessions under its “MABC Target” programme. 

https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/invested-southeast-asia-economic-strategy-2040.pdf

